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The NVAC Charge for MIWG 
• Purpose: 

– To bring prenatal care into the culture of immunization and prevention in 

order to achieve goals outlined in the National Vaccine Plan and Healthy 

People 2020  

 

• Charge 

– To review the current state of maternal immunization and existing best 

practices 

– To identify programmatic barriers to the implementation of current 

recommendations related to maternal immunization and make 

recommendations to overcome these barriers 

– To identify barriers to and opportunities for developing vaccines for 

pregnant women and make recommendations to overcome these barriers 

 

• Approval 

– NVAC accepted the charge and formation of the MIWG on June 5, 2012 

– MIWG was formed in August 2012 to address the charge 
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Focus Areas of MIWG 

Discussions 
Vaccines currently recommended for pregnant women (influenza and 

pertussis) 

i. Epidemiology of these diseases in pregnant women and in infants 

ii. Rationale for use of vaccines during pregnancy 

iii. Immunization coverage among pregnant women 

Patient barriers and federal opportunities to overcome barriers to current 

vaccination recommendations 

i. What are they and how can they be overcome 

Provider barriers and federal opportunities to overcome barriers to 

current vaccination recommendations 

i. What are they and how can they be overcome 

Vaccines under development (i.e. GBS, RSV) 

i. Overview of the rationale for the development of these vaccines 

ii. What are the barriers to development  and the federal opportunities to overcome 

these barriers 

 



Process for Developing Recommendations 
Recommendations are developed through an iterative process with input from MIWG members and other 

subject matter experts 

 

August 2012 – January 2013 

- Experts present to the working group (WG) with an overview of key focus areas during bimonthly or monthly 

calls 

 

February 2013 – April 2013 

- WG members provide discussion, comments and revisions on the proposed recommendations during monthly 

calls and through written input 

 

May 2013 

- Draft Report resulting from WG input are presented to NVAC for feedback. If consensus is not reached, WG 

members will present both majority and minority opinions for NVAC guidance.  

 

June 2013 

- Based on NVAC feedback, the draft will be revised and sent out for public comment. 

 

July 2013 

- Public Comment  period 

 

August 2013 

- Public comments are incorporated and the report/ recommendations are finalized 

 

September 2013 

- Recommendations are presented to the full NVAC for a vote with a report outlining the rationale for 

recommendations and WG discussions 



Recent and Future WG Meetings 
Recent Meetings 

• The inaugural MIWG Meeting was held on August 15, 2012 

• September 2012 

– Discussion of the epidemiology of pertussis and influenza in pregnant women 
and infants, rationale for use of these vaccines during pregnancy, and 
immunization coverage among pregnant women 

 

Future Meetings 
• October 2012 

– Discussion of patient barriers to currently recommended vaccines and 
opportunities to overcome these barriers 

• November 2012 

– Discussion of provider barriers to currently recommended vaccines and 
opportunities to overcome these barriers  

• December 2012 

– Discussion of the epidemiology of GBS, RSV, and other diseases in pregnant 
women and in infants and the rationale for development of GBS, RSV, and other 
vaccines for use in pregnancy 

– Discussion of barriers to the development of these vaccines 

• January 2013 

– Discussion of opportunities to overcome these barriers for vaccines under 
development 
 



Meetings for MIWG Activities 

June NVAC Meeting: Draft report addressed by NVAC 

September NVAC Meeting: Final report presented to NVAC 

Month Day 

 

September September 5 

September 19 

October October 3 

October 17 

November November 14 

November 28 

December December 5 

December 19 

January January 9 

February February 13 

March/April Compile all sections of draft report 

May 
Draft report is forwarded to NVAC 



QUESTIONS & 

DISCUSSION 


